BOSNIAN GENOCIDE		Adult Community Discussion Questions

1. Based on the excerpt below, how does this requirement of candidates continue discrimination? What democratic processes should be initiated to alter this practice?  How might the European Commission (based on the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) assist Bosnia/Herzegovina in this process?
The Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina prevents citizens who do not declare themselves
as one of the three constituent peoples (Bosniak, Serb and Croat) from standing as candidates
for the Presidency and the House of Peoples of the Parliamentary Assembly. 
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2. What are the religious connections to Bosnian ethnic groups? How did those influences create conflicts among the citizens? Do strict religious practices and customs create divisions within a society?


3. Based on the three charts below, what role did land/territory distribution play in the conflicts between Serbs and Croats?  How did their geography and economy factor into the desire for land? How do these factors apply to ethnic conflicts in other areas of the world today?
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	Ethnic groups  (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographic_history_of_Bosnia_and_Herzegovina)
Population of Bosnia and Herzegovina according to ethnic group 1948–1996

	Ethnic
group
	census 1948
	census 1953
	census 1961
	census 1971
	census 1981
	census 1991
	census UNHCR 1996

	
	Number
	%
	Number
	%
	Number
	%
	Number
	%
	Number
	%
	Number
	%
	Number
	%

	Bosniaks
	788,403
	30.7
	891,800
	31.3
	842,248
	25.7
	1,482,430
	39.6
	1,629,924
	39.5
	1,902,956
	43.5
	1,805,910
	46.1

	Serbs
	1,136,116
	44.3
	1,264,372
	44.4
	1,406,057
	42.9
	1,393,148
	37.2
	1,320,644
	32.0
	1,366,104
	31.2
	1,484,530
	37.9

	Croats
	614,123
	23.9
	654,229
	23.0
	711,665
	21.7
	772,491
	20.6
	758,136
	18.4
	760,852
	17.4
	571,317
	14.6

	Yugoslavs
	
	
	
	
	275,883
	8.4
	43,796
	1.2
	326,280
	7.9
	242,682
	5.5
	
	

	Montenegrins
	3,094
	0.1
	7,336
	0.3
	12,828
	0.4
	13,021
	0.3
	14,114
	0.3
	10,071
	0.2
	
	

	Romani
	442
	0.0
	2,297
	0.1
	588
	0.0
	1,456
	0.0
	7,251
	0.2
	8,864
	0.2
	
	

	Others/undeclared
	23,099
	0.9
	27,756
	1.0
	28,679
	0.9
	39,769
	1.1
	67,659
	1.6
	85,504
	2.0
	58,196
	1.5

	Total
	2,565,277
	2,847,790
	3,277,948
	3,746,111
	4,124,008
	4,377,033
	3,919,953



	


4. What role should we as American citizens play in preventing and/or stopping genocides in regions of the world today? Can there be power in one voice or action?  Who would have the most influence on the people committing these atrocities? What role does media play?

5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Based on the excerpt below, a) what challenges do you think the nations involved are facing that will hinder implementation of their commitment to resolve issues of the refugees located in their borders; b) how would you suggest that the missing persons dilemma be resolved (what resources are needed)?Significant progress has been made as regards the Sarajevo Declaration Process, which brings together Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro and Serbia and aims at finding sustainable solutions for the refugees who were displaced as a result of the armed conflicts in ex-Yugoslavia during the 1990s. The four countries signed a ministerial declaration in November 2011 in Belgrade, renewing their political  commitment to bringing this chapter to a close. They agreed on a Regional Housing Programme assisting some 27,000 households or 74,000 individuals. The programme was presented for international donor support at the Sarajevo April 2012 donors’ conference, which resulted in some € 265 million being pledged. Programme implementation is at an early stage. Good cooperation needs to continue between the four countries on all outstanding issues in the process, including data exchange and statistics, civil documentation and pension rights.

The unresolved fate of missing persons from the conflicts in the 90s remains a humanitarian concern in the Western Balkans. As of August 2012, there were still approximately 13,250 people missing from the conflicts in the region. Of these, some 9,550 were related to the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina, approximately 1,900 to the conflict in Croatia and over 1,800 to the conflict in Kosovo∗. In the past year approximately 1,100 remains were identified at regional level. The State Prosecutor’s Office took over responsibility from local prosecutors for conducting exhumations of mass graves in January 2011, but it has not been provided with the necessary resources to perform this additional task. Full implementation of the Law on Missing Persons needs to be ensured, especially as regards families’ access to economic and social benefits. The verification of the data in the database of the Central Records on Missing Persons is ongoing. The State-level Missing Persons Institute (MPI) was provided with adequate funds but political pressure and attempts to undermine the MPI’s work have continued. The existence of unidentified grave sites continues to pose a challenge for the identification of missing persons in the country. 
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Tenitorial distribution: The 1981 territorial population distribution in the Socialist Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina;

o Serbs
o majority in 2,439 sefflements or 41.4% of the total settlements
o livedin 34 3% of the fotal housing
o Muslims
o majority in2,179 seftlements or 37%df the total sefflements
o livedin 37.6% of the fotal housing
o Croats
o majority in 1,016 sefflements or 17.3% of the total settlements
o livedin 17.3% of the fotal housing
o mived and rest
o 223 sefflements

Fall of Groat setlements was ue to immigration i fareign courtries of westem Europe (and hastile approach fram SFRY gavernmert). During SFRY Bosrian Serb and Bosriak naions had
st privieges to grow, and while Serbs colorized Vojvacina, Bosriaks stayed in Bosnia. Also 35 the data shaws, Serhian people were less Urhanized than Bosniaks or Croats and preferted
smaller settlem ents (312% petcent of populations ived in 41 %of setiements). fito:tien wikinecia orcvikiDemographic_tistory_of_Bosria_and_Herzeqovina
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2012 Ethnic groups:
Bosniak 48%, Serb 37.1%, Croat 14.3%, other 0.6% (2000)

Note: Bosniak has replaced Muslim as an ethnic term in part to avoid confusion with the religious term Muslim - an
adherent of Islam





