
Dearest Dr. Steinberger, 
 

What an honor it is to receive this award from the Texas Holocaust and 
Genocide Commission, and doubly so because it is named for you.  I have admired 
you and your voice since I first heard you tell your story so many years ago at 
Holocaust Museum Houston. 

 
I love teaching and know what I do is important, but teaching the lessons of 

the Holocaust and helping young people recognize and stand up to hate is the most 
important part of my job. In my classroom students are challenged to think of 
ways to make this a better world for everyone.  We learn lessons from the tragedies 
of the past and those teach us how we can help ourselves and, more importantly, 
others. 

 
Holocaust education has been a part of my classroom curriculum since 

2006.  In the beginning, my own knowledge of the Holocaust and other genocides 
was vague and filled with gaps.  Over the years, I have had the opportunity to 
attend workshops from Beaumont, to Houston, to New York, Poland, Germany, 
and Israel.  I have attended training at the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington DC several times and am a 2018-2019 Museum Teacher 
Fellow.  I have traveled to Europe twice, first with the Holocaust and Jewish 
Resistance Teacher Education Program and then with the Jewish Foundation for 
the Righteous.  The experiences I have had the sights that I have seen and the 
lessons I have learned have helped me guide my students to become more socially 
aware.   We have visited the Holocaust Museum in Houston every year as well as 
the World War II Museum in New Orleans on one occasion.  We hosted the 
grandson of Chiune Sugihara at our school and attended a Passover Seder at our 
local synagogue.  Another important visit we make each year is to the Houston 
Yom HaShoah Commemoration.   

 
I was disappointed you were not able to participate in the award 

presentation, but I knew you were there because I saw the icon with your name.  
The format for the presentation of this award will be a sign of the times we are 
living in and the adjustments we are making to stay safe and healthy.  We will look 
back at the events of this year as a time when we all made sacrifices to keep 
ourselves and the ones we love free from disease. 
 

Thank you for your support and your dedication to teachers who work with 
young people in Holocaust education.  Thank you for your selfless work in helping 
others remember the lessons of the Holocaust and how these lessons are timeless.  

 
I am forever in your service, 
 
Jerrilynn Miller 


