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The Texas Liberator: Witness to the Holocaust Exhibition Opening Soon
The exhibition is the culmination of the multipronged Texas Liberator Project, which also includes an educational app, website and book.
Many people who’ve personally visited one of the German concentration camps say the experience is life-changing. But because it’s not economically feasible for most people to travel thousands of miles to have that life-changing experience, Texas Tech University is helping to bring it to you.
The exhibition The Texas Liberator: Witness to the Holocaust opens MONTH DAY at LOCATION. The exhibit is the first full traveling exhibit from the Museum of Texas Tech University and will be on display through DATE.

The exhibition debuted Aug. 17, 2017, at the Museum of Texas Tech and is now traveling the state of Texas to further Holocaust education and honor Texas liberators. Through the stories of 21 Texas veterans who helped to liberate German concentration camps, the exhibit provides a context for World War II, a history of the Holocaust and the Liberation, and offers an interactive, engaging experience of walking between 21 panels, each one honoring a Texas Liberator featured in this project.

Created with the generous support of the Texas Holocaust and Genocide Commission, the exhibition also features an Honor Roll wall with the names of more than 300 Liberators the commission has recovered in its efforts to record and educate a wider public on the history of Holocaust and genocide in the past and the present.
The exhibition is the culmination of the multipronged Texas Liberator Project, which also includes an educational app, website and book. The exhibition was curated by Aliza Wong, the project lead for the Texas Liberator Project, associate dean of the Texas Tech Honors College and associate professor in the Department of History; Cameron Saffell, assistant director for operations and facilities at the Museum of Texas Tech; and Andrew Gedeon, the museum’s exhibits manager.  

About the Texas Liberator Project

Texas Tech created the Texas Liberator Project as a means of introducing the wider public to the experiences of U.S. soldiers who were witnesses to and actors in the liberation of the Nazi concentration and death camps and serve as a portal to furthering Holocaust and genocide awareness and education. Working with the 19 oral histories compiled by the Baylor Institute for Oral History and archival material from the Dallas Holocaust Museum, the Holocaust Museum Houston, and the United States Holocaust Memorial and Museum, Texas Tech faculty and students worked to create a multi-pronged project that could be used in the classroom, with community members and with scholars.  

The project includes an educational app (available on www.texasliberators.org) that introduces viewers to the liberation of Dachau through the eyes of U.S. soldiers. The app features liberator accounts, survivor testimonials, artifacts, texts and letters. Set in a virtual reconstruction of Dachau, students can interact with different historical documents and learn more about the liberation period and the Holocaust as they navigate the app. The accompanying education website features interactive maps, an Honor Roll of more than 480 veteran liberators, a 360-degree virtual tour of the exhibit, bibliographies, filmographies and teacher resources, including research projects, discussion questions, quizzes and other materials. 

The oral histories of 21 liberators – 19 from the Baylor Institute of Oral History and two from the Holocaust Museum Houston – are featured in a compellingly edited display-quality book, “The Texas Liberators: Veteran Narratives from World War II” (Texas Tech University Press, 2017), that features the liberators testifying about what they witnessed as well as modern-day portraits and service photos. This book that has been provided free of charge to every public and private middle and high school in the state of Texas by the Friends of the Texas Holocaust and Genocide Commission.
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